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This section presents policies of the Divison of Families and Children as they impact
children in out-of-home care, foster parents, and potentia adoptive parents. The section
includes:
1) The Case Conference policy of the Divison of Family and Children (DFC);
2) The new agreement between foster parents and the DFC;
3) The Table of Contents of the Child Welfare Manud. This manua defines policy for case
managers of the DFC,;
4) TheTableof Contentsof the Foster Family Handbook. This manua defines DFC policy
for foster parents,
5) A Family Reunification Plan as aguide for biologica parents who have had their children
removed from the home;

THE CASE CONFERENCE POLICY

This policy specifiesthat dl partiesinvolved in the care of afoster child beincluded in
case planning through the case conference. Any member of the team serving afoster child,
including the foster parent, can request a case conference. A case conferenceis epecialy
helpful when a case plan is being changed in amanner which some advocates fed isnot in the
child’'sbest interest. Except in cases of substantiated abuse or neglect or in the presence of a
court order, the foster child cannot be removed from the foster home while the case conference

ispending. See ACT’s brochure on the Case Conference Policy:
http://www.angelfire.com/in2/act/toc/TheCaseConferencePolicy Of TheDivisionOf FamilyAndChildren.PDF

THE FOSTER PARENT AGREEMENT

Foster parents sign an agreement annudly with the Divison of Family and Children.
This agreement congtitutes a contract between the parties. The responsibilities of each party are
defined. The agreement has recently been updated to better reflect current law.

CHILD WELFARE MANUAL OF THE DFC

Case managers use thismanua. The table of contents is presented here as away of
showing the information available. The manud itsdf isavallable a county offices of the Divison
of Family and Children.

FOSTER FAMILY HANDBOOK OF THE DFC



Fogter parents receive a copy of thismanual at the time they become foster parents. A
table of contentsis provided here to suggest the areas that are covered.
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